
         REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

APRIL 6, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF 

SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Michael L. Funk 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Vernon McDowell  

       Interim City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present: Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Jack Braswell, Jackie 

Wiswell, Greg Tanner, Jose Escamilla, Mike Burnett, Sam Cartwright, Pri Bhakta, Isidro 

Renteria, Gene Legg, Rowdy Rhoades, Meredith Laurent, Milton R. Pax, Mike Running, Paul J. 

Jenkins, Alexa Maples, Ben Maples, Yogesh Patel, Dwight Brandt and Henry Perez.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

  

A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, 

and passed unanimously to approve the March 16, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting 

minutes and paying the bills.  

 

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

Henry Perez with the St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church asked the Commission to allow 

the closing of Durrett Avenue, between 14
th

-16
th

 Streets.  Mr. Perez said this is for a car show 

event. A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and 

passed unanimously to approve the closing of Durrett Avenue, between 14
th

-16
th

 Streets on 

September 27, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a car show for the St. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church. 

 

Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.   

 

Mayor Sims said Item No. 2 is future utility projects, which includes a possible relief 

route study for Hwy. 287.  Mayor Sims asked Dumas Economic Development Corporation 

(DEDC) Director Mike Running to present information concerning the relief route. Mr. Running 

said that TxDOT would like to do a study to see if a relief route is feasible and would like the 

Commission to approve a resolution supporting the study of a relief route.  Mr. Running said that 

TxDOT would build a relief route where they wanted it even if the city made a recommendation.  



Mr. Running said this item went before Moore County and they did not approve a resolution 

supporting a relief route study.  Mr. Running said there would be a decline in businesses, motels, 

restaurants and gas stations.  The visitor’s center, museum and art association would possibly 

close. There would be an 80% reduction in traffic and approximately $29 million in lost 

revenues. If the Commission and community does not support a relief route TxDOT will not do a 

study. Mr. Running said a community has never recovered the loss after a relief route was 

established.  Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said the truck traffic would still come through Dumas 

because they do not want to cross Raton Pass. Moore County Judge Rowdy Rhoades said the city 

will have to increase utility fees because of tax revenue lost.  Some of the traffic light signals 

could be removed to let traffic move through Dumas quicker.  Pri Bhakta said he would have to 

sell his hotel and retail center at a low cost or go through a foreclosure. Chamber of Commerce 

Director Sam Cartwright said the city should do a feasibility plan study.  Interim City Manager 

Arbie Taylor said the city should start now with plans and recommendations that TxDOT could 

consider. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said TxDOT should write a plan stating what TxDOT is 

proposing and present the city with it’s options.  

 

Mayor Sims reopened the Formal Session. 

 

Street Supervisor Jose Escamilla presented the sealcoat gravel bids.  Mr. Escamilla said 

the city should be able to cover 150 blocks. A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, 

seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to approve the sealcoat gravel bid 

from Texas Sand and Gravel for $63,175 for 2,500 tons for the street department. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Funk, and 

passed unanimously to approve the Second and Final Reading of Ordinance No. 1131 amending 

the registration, bonding and insuring of general contractors.  

 

 Mayor Sims reopened the Work Session.   

 

 Gas Superintendent Jack Braswell presented the pickup bid specifications. The consensus 

of the Commission agreed to the specifications with the addition of a low mileage used pickup. 

  

 Dwight Brandt with Brandt Engineering discussed the relocation of utility lines on Hwy. 

287.  There are no maps showing that the city water lines were established before Hwy. 287 was 

established.  There are four sewer lines that may be deep enough so the city won’t have to encase 

the lines. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said if TxDOT wants to do the highway project, why should 

the city pay for the project.  City Attorney Tom Moore said it’s an unfunded mandate.  If the city 

said no to the project, there are no funds available, he’s not sure what would happen.  Mr. Moore 

thinks it’s unconstitutional that the city be compelled to pay for the project.  TxDOT also does 

not have to maintain the highway. Mr. Brandt feels that the city did have water lines because the 

museum has pictures showing a water well on the county court house property and lines go to 5
th

 

Street by the current junior high school.  Mr. Moore said TxDOT could be asked to prove they 

established a highway first. Interim City Manager Arbie Taylor said it is more feasible to 

relocate lines under the sidewalks than in the alleys. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said if we do the 

project we should apply for TxDOT’s loan; I believe that they had said they loan money at one 

percent or less.    



    

Interim City Manager Arbie Taylor gave an update on the following projects:  The waste 

water treatment plant permit is effective and testing has been accurate.  Mr. Brandt said the city 

will have to obtain a new permit to allow discharge on the Powell property because the current 

permit and contract is expiring.  Mr. Brandt said the property must have a fence. The new landfill 

now has a permit for alternative cover. Manholes need installed at the lift station and SCADA 

controls are needed. Roofing materials should be here soon and the warehouse roof will be done  

first. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Mayor Sims, and passed 

unanimously to go past the 9 o’clock meeting deadline. 

 

Mayor Sims recessed into Executive Session at 9:01 P.M. regarding real property to 

discuss possible water rights and future utility projects.  Mayor Sims closed the Executive 

Session at 9:45 P.M. and reopened the Formal Session.  There were no votes or action taken. 

                  

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_____________________________  

A. F. Taylor, Interim City Manager 


